IMAGINATIONS SCHOOL
3, ASSOCIATION AVENUE, ILUPEJU,LAGOS.
MINUTES NO 2 OF THE PARENTS / TEACHERS FORUM

The meeting was held on Saturday 14th March, 2009. The meeting started with an

opening prayer by Mrs. Tessy Iloabuchi at 10: 30 am.

Attendance: Twenty-seven parents and seventeen staff were present at the meeting.

Parents

1. Mrs. Nike Fakorede (also the ceo).

2. Mrs. Busola Olanubi.

3. Mrs. Adenle.

4. Mr. Anyanechi
5. Mrs.Anyanechi.

6. Mr. Femi Akinpelu.

7. Mrs. Ade – Balogun.

8. Mr. Adeshina.

9. Mrs. Adeshina.

10. Mr. Adeyemi Ogungbe.

11. Mrs. Taiwo Fadeyi.

12. Mrs. Moji Ogunji.

13. Mr. Wale Alabi.

14. Mrs. Mercy Ojo.

15. Mrs. Biola Egbayelo.

16. Mrs. Adio.

17. Mrs. Jameson.

18. Mrs. Etareri.

19. Mrs. Arimoro.

20. Mrs. Tella.

21. Mr. Ewumi Victor. O 
22. Mrs. Wunmi Odutade

23. Mrs. S. F Balogun.

24. Dr.Fatiregun.

25. Mrs. Oshodi.

26. Mrs. Abisoye. Y
27. Mr. Bello. S.

Opening/Welcome speech: Mrs. Fakorede welcomed all parents and staff to the forum
which was the 2nd the school would have and the next will be coming up sometimes in

June. She however told parents that when there are issues to be resolved, they shouldn’t wait for a parents’ forum as her door is always open to everyone.

The Minutes of the last meeting was read by Miss. Christina Arua. In the absence of any amendments, Mrs. Anyanechi moved for the adoption of the minutes and it was seconded by Mrs. Salam.

Taekwondo Display: Mr. Henry, the Taekwondo instructor came in with 3 boys and a girl to do a practical demonstration. He also explained the differences between Taekwondo, Karate and judo.  Karate involves the use of both the hands and feet, Taekwondo uses more of the feet while Judo involves trying to throw each other on the ground.
Mrs. Fakorede encouraged parents to ask any questions they had as that was the right avenue. The instructors however assured parents that Taekwondo and Karate had to do with discipline and so the fear those children taking part in the activity, practicing their skills on children not taking part would not arise.  They also help the children to keep fit.
 Interested parents should therefore inform the school of the one they are interested in (Taekwondo or Karate)  and the school will get back to the instructors.
Get involved ‘How  parents and families can help their children do better in school: The topic was presented by Mrs. Enitan Ayoade, an educationist with a bias for pre-school education. It was to inform parents on the steps they could take to improve their children’s education which include: reading together, using the TV wisely, establishing a daily family routine, talking to children, particularly teenagers and listening to them, find out whether your school has high standards, keeping in touch with school and using community resources. (She emphasized reading particularly and urged parents to cultivate the habit of reading, for their own education/information and also to read to their children)
She went further to emphasize what parents and families get when they are personally involved in their children’s education. She also said parents are not yet successful until their children are better than them.
 Raising responsible kids: Mrs. Adenle asked what Mrs. Ayoade’s views were on teaching children responsibility. She gave an example of her 6 years old niece of who visited her and   refused to wash the dishes she used after eating saying she doesn’t do that in their house. Mrs. Ayoade responded that children should be taught to be responsible and that she has a paper on that also which she might be able to present to the forum some other time.
Mrs. Fakorede in reacting to the question said children should be given chores that are appropriate for their ages and she sighted an example with her sons and how they help with house work. She implored the parents not to raise children that would be irresponsible under the guise of ‘modernity,’ and even if ‘house helps’ are available, children of about 6 years should be able to make their own beds, do dishes, set the table and other such chores.
Late payment of fees: Mrs. Fakorede appealed to parents to please pay their children’s fees on time. She stated that whilst many of the parents present at the forum have paid their children’s fees, some have not. She urged parents to please pay fees on time as it affects the running of the school and leads to higher charges on overdraft facilities from the bank. (Just as a reminder, fees are supposed to be paid in the last week of the month for the coming month, i.e fees for March are due from 23rd – 27th February). There is however a grace period but ALL FEES are supposed to be paid by the 10th of the month. Parents should please note this).
The rod: Mrs. Arimoro asked to be enlightened about the saying; “spare the rod and spoil the child.” Mrs. Ayoade, in responding to the question said that ‘the rod’ does not necessarily mean ‘a cane’, but any corrective measure one can use for a child to be a better person. She however implored parents to do more of ‘talking’ instead of just flogging their children over every flimsy mistake the child makes.
Mrs. Salam asked of how one could prevent extended family influence over one’s children, particularly, if they do not share one’s values. Mrs. Anyanechi explained how she manages such conflict in her family. If it is a place where she would have no control, then she doesn’t take her children there and of course, anyone that comes to her house would have to abide by the rules in her own house. Mrs. Ayoade also said one could correct the extended family members gently without being confrontational but sometimes, the best solution is to keep one’s children away from such people/places. 

General Discussion
Mr. Adeyemi Ogungbe asked if he was working with the school’s expectation as he was always asking Opeyemi to colour within an object and he ends up helping him do the homework because if he leaves him to do it himself, then the work will not be neat. Mrs. Ayoade explained that he should allow Opeyemi to scribble on the object all over the page, scribbling is to help develop the child’s wrist and get it ready for writing. The child is also not expected to be able to color within the object, the child should be allowed to color all over the page he if so desires.
Mrs. Fakorede asked for Mrs. Ayoade’s views on employing a male staff. (This was from the minutes of the last meeting). Mrs. Ayoade explained that male teachers usually do not build their career around the preschool as the preschool deals with much more than teaching and prefer to teach the grade classes because they can’t stand pre –schoolers. (According to her, most male teachers see pre-school as ‘nonsense’, feeding, potty training, cleaning, etc).  She was of the view that the P.E. instructor that comes once a week is just fine. 
Mr. Ogungbe complained about not getting enough correspondence from the school in his mail box. He said he prefers to get correspondence through emails than the hard copies sent home through the children. Mrs. Fakorede promised that henceforth, soft copies of such correspondence will also be sent by email when hard copies are being sent.
Mrs. Fakorede informed all parents present at the forum that they may be called upon to lecture at the parent teacher’s forum. But anyone choosen would be informed early enough to enable him/her prepare before time. She implored parents to please respond positively when called upon.
Mr. Akinpelu made an observation that it seems only mothers are appreciated by the school as the school was currently preparing for Mothers’ Day’ but has never had a ‘Father’s Day’ celebration. Mrs. Fakorede responded that the fathers are also highly appreciated and clarified that this was the first Mothers’ Day celebration the school would have. She however assured the fathers of a grand celebration during the next ‘Father’s Day’ in June, by God’s grace.

Mrs. Anyanechi told Mrs. Fakorede to ask for help from the parents whenever the school needs anything instead of trying to do everything alone. In the area of a bus for excursion for instance, she said the school might not know if a parent has a bus and is willing to let the school use it for the excursion and things like that. Mrs. Fakorede was happy with the suggestion and said the school would make use of the parents more. She said the school would appreciate it if parents that have buses can donate such for the school to take the children to places of interest like amusement parks etc. Mrs. Olanubi informed the meeting that the Silverbird group has replicated the Galleria on the Mainland at the old Domino building at Sabo. The children would enjoy a trip to such a place so if there is a bus available, the school would organize the visit.   

Mrs. Fakorede also appealed to parents to please come to events organized by the school on time. She said she was happy that parents arrived earlier to the day’s meeting than at the meeting in November. She said it was not fair to keep parents who arrive early waiting. She said that the school would always be ready on time and so once parents arrive, the event would start. She complained about the late turnout to the Christmas party in December 2008 too and appealed to parents not to imbibe the culture of ‘African man’ time. All human beings use the same time and we should learn to have a respect for time.

Mrs. Fakorede also asked parents to use such gatherings to get to know each other and network. 

The meeting terminated with a closing prayer by Mrs. Odutade at 1:37 pm.   
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