 MINUTES NO 9 OF THE PARENTS / TEACHERS ASSOCIATION MEETING
The meeting was held on Saturday 12th March, 2011. The meeting started with an opening prayer by Mrs. Anyanechi at 10: 30 am.

Attendance: 37 parents and 14 staff were present at the meeting.

Parents

Mr. Banjoko
Mr. Dipo Fakorede
Mr. Nosa Giwa - Osagie
Mr. Tella Fatai
Mr. Susan Balogun
Mr. Akin Owolabi
Mrs. Olanrewaju
Mr.& Mrs. Adetola
Mrs. Anyanechi Folasade. E
Mrs. Alabi Tomi
Mrs. Adio
Mrs. Ayodeji - Ewulotan
Mrs. Ogungbe Adetoun
Dr. (Mrs). Tijani
Mrs. Taiwo Fadeyi
Mrs. Biodun Dele - oyegunle
Mrs. Busola Olanubi
Miss. Tonye Kwomo
Mrs. D. Ogunwomoju
Rev. Ayo Oyadotun
Mrs. Arimoro
Mrs. Kemi Ewumi
Mrs. Akinpelu
Mrs. Olushekun
Mrs. Toyin Yusuf
Mr. Alatise Micheal
Mr. Seyi Olawunmi
Mrs. Egbayelo
Mrs. Yahaya
Mrs. Abisola Olanihun

Mr. Nyong

Mrs. Funmi Openibo

Mr. Oluyemi Odutade

Mr.& Mrs. Ogunkoya

Mrs. E-Udemezues

READING AND ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: The highlights of the last meeting was read by Mrs. Onasanya and in the absence of any amendments, Mrs. Ayodeji-Ewulotan moved for the adoption of the minutes and it was seconded by Mrs. Alabi
INTRODUCTION OF THE NEW PTA SECRETARY: Mrs. Fakorede informed the house that the former PTA Secretary, Mrs. Toyosi Akinlotan, resigned her appointment with the school at the end of last year for health reasons. Fortunately, it is not an elective position and so the school management has replaced her with Mrs. Abimbola Onasanya who will henceforth serve as the new PTA Secretary.
MATTERS ARISING: 

BEADS: Mr Tella noted that it was previously unanimously agreed that beads should not be used for health reasons. Mrs. Fakorede stated that using of beads has come back, that as from Monday, any pupil that uses beads would have the beads removed. Mrs. Olanubi said she has not been told about it before while Miss Saka said that she told the girl that normally comes to pick the child.

Mrs. Ayanechi said she saw some pupils using beads on Friday during open day and that she asked Mrs. Okene about it. Mrs. Alabi said that she is one of the defaulters and asked if an age limit could be put to it. That a child from 6 years may be allowed to use beads as she sees pupils from other schools like Pampers, Corona etc, using beads.
Mrs. Arimoro noted that the pupils (both young and old) may meet in the playground and that the safety of the children should be put first. Mrs. Olanihun and Mrs. Ogungbe were also opposed to the use of beads as safety should be put before fashion. It was therefore concluded that beads would not be used at all in school.

LATE COMING: Mr. Tella said that this issue had been discussed for so long. The meeting that was supposed to start by 10.00am did not start till 10.30a m and even at that, people still came late. Should the time of the meeting be changed or the day moved to a week day. Mrs Fakorede said that when Hallmark were having the PTA on Saturdays, the turnout was usually bad but that when it was changed to a weekday, the turnout improved.
Mr. Tella noted that since people really came during the Christmas party which was during the weekday, they should be able to come also if the PTA meeting should be put during the weekday. Mrs. Balogun and Mrs. Anyanechi said that people go to work and that it may not be convenient to take permission. Mrs. Oyegunle said that we can always schedule our time towards it. After a long debate, it was agreed that the meeting should remain on Saturdays but that parents should show more commitment and attend the meeting since it was only once in a term. 

SCORE SHEET:  Mrs. Alabi noted that we should have more of the score sheet because she believes it will motivate the parents to come to the PTA meeting. She also suggested that the score sheet should be arranged alphabetically while Mrs. Akinpelu suggested that it should be done according to the scores. Mr. Adetola said that maybe it should be reflected in percentages according to the number of attendance each parent has vis-a-vis the time they joined the school. Mrs. Fakorede noted this suggestion and said it would be implemented immediately.
PROPRIETRESS REMARKS: Mrs. Fakorede said that she would talk about buying of edibles since the issue of beads had been discussed. She said that the school will not buy edibles for pupils again, that any child whose parent does not bring the required edibles for the day will go hungry for that day.

She further stated that some parents are still owing school fees and that though instalmental payment is allowed, it should be in chunks like twice instead of paying #10,000 today, #15,000 in two month’s time. She said she has a business to run and salaries to pay. She said that some parents pay for extra curricular activities, while still owing school fees and that there were still some parents still owing fees for last term. She said she is taking a parent to court who took off with last term’s school fees. She said she understands that the economic situation is really bad but she appealed to parents to also make payment of their children’s fees a priority.
EXTRA – CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: Mrs. Akinpelu suggested the school should have more extra – curricular activities in addition to the three (Swimming, Karate and ballet) being taken now. She said things like music, games etc would be welcomed.
Mrs. Alabi said that parents have not really seen what the kids are doing. She said she was not impressed with the ballet presentation she saw during the last Christmas party which is why her daughter isn’t doing ballet. Mrs. Fakorede replied that the former ballet instructor had been replaced with a better instructor and that she’s been seeing the difference within the short time of her stay here.

Mrs. Yahaya suggested taking the karate pupils to the stadium on Saturday in order to watch and see what karate is all about. The school management will look into this.
PTA ACCOUNT REGISTRATION: Mrs. Balogun said in order to have an account for the PTA that two options were open to us. Either to open a new account with Fin bank or continue with the original school account at GTBank as Account 2. It was then agreed that the GTB account should be used, the only requirement being writing a letter introducing the new signatories to GTB and giving them the new mandate. 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT:  Mr. Tella said the total money expected from the PTA is #260,000 and that have #210,000 for now. This means that we have ten parents that haven’t paid out of the fifty parents. He said that #17,250 was used to organise the meeting and other expenses like buying bulk SMS etc. 
PAYMENT OF PTA LEVY: Mrs. Yahaya said that parents that have kids upstairs shouldn’t pay the PTA levy while Mrs. Balogun said that since the child upstairs use the school’s facilities and will also benefit from anything bought with the PTA’s money, then the parents should also pay. She said that it is a yearly payment and per family, which means that parents that have more than a child will pay #5,000 irrespective of how many children such a parent has in the school. It was noted that new parents do not have the PTA constitution. Mrs. Fakorede will send copies to them.
PROJECTS TO FUND WITH PTA MONEY: Mr. Tella suggested having an Easter funfair this coming Easter for the parents and children. Although, he said it must first be supported by the whole house before action could be taken on it. Mr. Nyong suggested using Adebowale house on Opebi. Mrs. Anyanechi said that both parents and children could have fun together at a venue outside the school. She also said that Adebola House would cost about #3000 per child for the whole day while Mr. Owolabi said that the #3000 will cover only some games and that tokens would still have to be bought. Mrs. Alabi suggested a place at Sura- Mogaji that is close to the school.

Mrs. Ewumi on her part, said some people might have planned something for their children for Easter, she suggested having the party on children’s day. Mrs. Akinpelu said that expending the PTA’s money doesn’t have to be on a party alone, that they can look at the schools needs and meet some of these needs.

Mrs. Balogun said that parents can bring their kids to the mall on Easter day. They

            will meet there and have fun and they don’t have to spend much except tokens for the children to play games. Mrs. Egbayelo also supported it saying she wanted people to agree with her that all kids love party. Mr. Nyong however felt that this seemed informal and that if the PTA was organising a party, then there should be a proper structure to it.

Mr. Tella said the whole idea is about bonding, parents meeting themselves outside the school and networking. Mr. Odutade said that organising the party should be the school’s prerogative while the PTA will then support them.


There was also a lot of talk here with parents having opposing views. Mr. Tella then put the issue to a voteand 16 parents were in support of a party while 11 parents opposed it. Mr. Fakorede said that the time to prepare for a party is too short while Mrs. Ogungbe said that we shouldn’t expect a perfect party for now as improvement will come as time goes on. Miss Kwomo volunteered to go and find out how much it would cost to use city mall as the venue of the party.


MATRON’S HEALTH TALK: Matron said that children bring drugs from home and that the school also has the first aid box. She said she noticed that some parents do self – medication for their children instead of taking them to the clinic. She also said that some parents do not give the children the recommended doses of drugs at home, leaving all the work for the school. She said that most times on Fridays, that she marks the spot where the drug is and that by Monday morning, the same place she marked is where the drug will still be. This means that parents don’t give drugs to their children at home, even during the weekends. She also said that atimes, same drugs that performs same function are brought for the children, like bringing paracetamol and lbrupofen together. She further told parents not to pour drugs from the prescription label which can wash off after being cleaned with water. She also told parents to always fill and return the immunization letter usually sent home as it is very important. She also advised parents to limit fast- food for their children as it may not be so good for them, being growing children.


Mrs. Arimoro asked if the school has any first aid for things like measles. Matron replied that such a child should stay at home till he / she is certified okay.


SUNDRY ISSUES: Mrs. Ogunwomoju said that the furniture in Year 1 class isn’t very comfortable as her child complains of backache at home, she feels it is too low. Mrs. Fakorede said this would be looked into.


Mrs. Anyanechi said that the school should inform them when changing teachers, that the new teacher in her daughter’s class kept referring to her daughter as ‘he’ and she had to write in the communication book that ‘Ekene is a girl.’ Mrs. Fakorede said that a letter was sent to parents when the Nursery 2 teacher was changed and that she was sorry for the mistakes made which was due to the new teacher acquainting herself to the pupils. She also explained the circumstances leading to the exit of the teacher and assistant in the class.

Mrs. Olushekun said she feels the school needs more cleaning. Mrs. Fakorede said that fumigation is done quarterly in school and that the rugs in the playgroup classes would soon be changed to what the kind of carpet in the Crèche.


CLOSING/ADJOURNMENT: In the absence of any other issues for discussion, Mrs. Balogun moved the motion for adjournment, seconded by Mrs. Olushekun and the meeting terminated with a closing prayer by Mrs. Olanihun at 12:15pm
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